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And I h o pe t ha t we c an c o m e u p wi t h a p o l i cy t h a t ' s r e f l e c t i v e
of the interests, a s much as poss ible, across the state of
Nebraska. Mr. President, I would respectfully asm to pull t h i s
amendment, and the subsequent amendment as well. Thank you.

SENATOR ENGEL : Thank you, Senator Smith. Now we' ll proceed
with d i scu s s i on o f t he b i l l i t s e l f . Nex t u p i s Sen a t o r
M cDonald .

SENATOR McDONALD : M r . Pre s ident, members of the bo dy, I want to
rise in str ong su pport o f Senator Louden's bill. Jus hea rd
f rom a f ew o f my m ot e l s i n my d i st r i ct , a n d t h o se wo u l d be i n
Garf i e l d Co u n t y . And Ga r f i e l d Co u n t y i s a v e r y r u r a l c ou n t y .
There's probably one or two motels in that area . But the
Calamus Dam is located close. It ' s close to Comstock. There
are l o t s o f o pp o r t u n i t i e s f o r p eo p l e t o c ome t o , o r e v en g o
t hrough , B u r w e l l an d Ga r f i e l d Cou n t y . An d t he y s t r o ng l y s up p o r t
this bill, b e cause this will give them the added 2 percent, if
i t is voted in by their county, to be able to u t ilize a b ric k
and m or t a r l oc a t i o n i n t h e i r a r e a . An d t h e y ' r e l o o k i n g a t a
o ne- r oom s c h o o l h o u s e t ha t t h ey co u l d m a k e a t ou r i s t s i t e , o r
even use it a s a tourist in formation b ooth . So this is
something that they strongly support. You look at, acr oss the
state, one si ze fits all. The sad thing about it is, various
different parts of th e sta te, d i fferent c ounties, implement
thei r own t ax e s . So o u t i n t h a t ar e a t h e y h av e n o c i t y s a l e s
t ax , t h ey d o n ' t h a v e a l o t o f t h e o t h e r t a x e s t h a t a r e
implemented in Lin coln a nd Omaha, so their taxes aren't 14 or
16 percent. So it's very difficult to look at the bi g p ic ture
and say, ok ay, one area is 6 and 8 percent, one is 14 percent.
You know, they have that local control. If they choose no t to
add any mo r e taxes to their motels, that's certainly to their
choice. But in my area, we certainly do encourage economic
development through tourism, and we hope this does pass for that
r eason. Tha n k y o u .

SENATOR ENGEL : Thank you, Senator McDonald. Senator Louden,
y ou are r e c ogn i z e d .

SENATOR LOUDEN: Thank you, Mr. Speaker and members of the body.
I ap p r e c i a t e y ou r su p p o r t , Se na t o r M c D o n a l d. An d t h i s , I t h i n k ,
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